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Family presented with 

Purple heart certificate 

     SDDVA Secretary Zimmer-
man had the distinct honor 
last week to present SSG 
Christina Sihrer with Sergeant 
Marvin Sihrer's Purple Heart 
certificate.  
     Marvin, a Korean War Vet-
eran POW/KIA, was Chistina's  
and Susan Wilcox’ (DON at 
MJFSVH) third cousin.  
     The certificate was discov-
ered in a second-hand store 
in Bremerton, WA, by Navy 
Veteran Ernie Shriner and 
was forwarded to Secretary 
Zimmerman.  

     South Dakota National Guard 
Senior Enlisted Leader (SEL) CSM 
James Hoekman also participated in 
the presentation. 
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     The Michael J. Fitzmaurice 
State Veterans Home has 
openings in nursing care.    
     Please let veterans in your 
area know that there are 
rooms available and have 
them contact Tyler Rousselle 
at 605-745-5127 Ext. 
1500123. 
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Thomson to retire from 

sddva TEAM 
     SDDVA’s Don Thomson will be retiring from the Claims Office on March 
30th. Don has been working with the state of South Dakota in one facet or 
another since December of 1974 when he joined the South Dakota Army 
National Guard. He served as an AGR employee until his retirement in 
2001.  
     In July 2001, he was hired by Lake County as the County Veteran Ser-

vice Officer and Emergency Manager. 
In November of 2013 he began as a 
VSO in the Sioux Falls claims office 
and was quickly promoted to Program 
Manager I.  As program manager, Don 
handled training and all appeals for 
South Dakota veterans represented 
by our partners 
and has pro-
cessed over 800 
appeals.   Don 
was instrumen-
tal in designing 
the games used 
to prepare eve-

ryone for the annual testing during the benefit con-
ference—Twisted Jeopardy anyone????  
     Don will be greatly missed by the Department  
and our partners, and we wish him all the best in his 
retirement endeavors. 
     Erin Bultje has been promoted to the Program 
Manager I position and will be handling training, ap-

peals 
and South 
Dakota Join-
ing Forces.     
 
 

 

Don preparing for Mini Conferences. 

Don wondering why he can’t grow a 

little face hair!!!!! 

Don assisting VSO’s during 

training.  

Don recognized by his peers. 
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Sparrow recognizes WW II 

Veteran 

     Rain or shine, weekday or weekend, Turner County VSO Tom Sparrow is 
truly on a mission to honor and thank all veterans.   He has made his out-
reach for  veterans a 24-7 routine.    Last week while in Walmart in Sioux 
Falls, Tom saw a veteran with a WWII cap on and stopped to visit with him 
and thank him for his service.      
     During their conversation Tom realized that Veteran Ron Vogel had not 
received his WWII medal from South Dakota and took action to present it to 
him and thank him for his service.     
 

 

 

TVSO recognizes 99-year old 

WW II Veteran 
     This week, TVSO Robert Dunsmore (Cheyenne River Sioux 
Tribe) and SDDVA Field Officer Kevin Swanson had the unique 
opportunity to honor, recognize, and thank 99-year old WW II 
Veteran Marcella Lebeau 
     Wigmuke Waste Win or Pretty Rainbow Woman, LeBeau’s 
Lakota name, graduated from St. Mary’s school of Nursing in 
Pierre in 1940 and enlisted in the Army Nurse Corps.   She minis-
tered World War II wounded in the wake of D-Day and the Battle 
of the Bulge 
     FSO Swanson noted it was such an honor to recognize this 
WWII hero who took care of our wounded heroes. 
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      In a keynote speech March 9 at a Las Vegas conference that attracted more than 45,000 professionals 
from the health-information and technology communities, Secretary of the United States Department of 
Veterans Affairs (VA) David Shulkin encouraged health-care providers to sign a pledge to work with the VA 
to accelerate the mapping of health data to industry standards, including the current and future versions of 
Fast Healthcare Interoperability Resources (FHIR).   
     Shulkin amplified his announcement of the VA’s Open Application Programming Interface Pledge (API), 
which commits the VA will provide API access to developers for veteran-designated mobile and web-based 
apps, clinician-designated applications for those who serve them and Choice Act partners responsible for 
coordinating their care via “bulk” access.  
     As part of this commitment, the VA also intends to make the “common clinical data set” available but will 
work on an initial roster of additional FHIR resources, including scheduling, questionnaire, clinical notes and 
patient encounters.  
     “We cannot do this alone,” Shulkin told the audience. “To be successful in this critical mission, the VA will 
do our part, and we invite you to join us to accelerate the mapping of health data to industry standards, in-
cluding the current and forthcoming versions of the argonaut spec of FHIR.”  
     Further, Shulkin said, “We thank the health-care providers who have already signed this pledge, including 
University of Pittsburgh Medical Center, Mayo Clinic, Cleveland Clinic, Rush Health Systems, Geisinger 
Health System, Thomas Jefferson University Health, Fairview Health Services, Intermountain Healthcare and 
Partners HealthCare.”  
     To join VA’s Open API Pledge, visit https://www.oit.va.gov/developer/ and click “join us.”  
During the weeklong HiMSS conference, VA officials also announced the launch of  the “beta” version of 
Lighthouse Lab, a computer platform offering software developers access to tools for creating mobile and 
web applications that will help veterans better manage their care, services and benefits.  
     The VA will begin building the Lighthouse Lab developer community. Participation will include helping to 
test APIs, building out documentation, developing governance standards and testing developer support 
workflows. 

 

Va interface pledge 

Post 15 celebrates 99 years 

     SDDVA Secretary Zimmerman helped American Legion 
Post 15 in Sioux Falls celebrate their 99th birthday this 
past weekend.    Post 15 and their members have done 
an outstanding job of growing their  foundation built on 
the four pillars of rehabilitation, security, Americanism, 
and youth.   
     Congrats Post 15 on 99 GREAT years of honoring and 
serving our veterans! 
 

 

https://www.oit.va.gov/developer/
https://www.oit.va.gov/developer/
https://www.oit.va.gov/developer/
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2018 
Mar 21—Veterans Council Meeting—PVA Headquarters—Sioux Falls—10:00 am (CT) 
Mar 22—Veterans Legal Services—Watertown National Guard Armory—9:00 am—3:00 pm (CT) 
Mar 23—Veterans Legal Services—Sioux Falls DAV—9:00 am—3:00 pm (CT) 
Mar 29—Vietnam Recognition Ceremony—Black Hills National Cemetery—9:00 am (MT) 
Apr 2—State Offices Closed 
Apr 27-29—DAV State Convention—The Lodge—Deadwood 
May 11—AHEC Improving Veterans Care Conference—University Center—Sioux Falls 
May 11—VABHHCS VSO Congressional Forum—Domiciliary Auditorium—Hot Springs —10:00 am (MT) 
Jun 7-10—American Legion State Convention—Spearfish 
Jun 14-17—VFW State Convention—Sioux Falls 
Jul 12—Sisseton Wahpeton Oyate Cemetery Grand Opening—Sisseton—11:00 am (CT) 
Jul 13 —VABHHCS VSO Congressional Forum—Education Classroom—Fort Meade—10:00 am (MT) 
Jul 14-17—DAV National Convention—Reno, NV 
Jul 21-25—VFW National Convention—Kansas City, MO 
Jul 26—VABHHCS Veterans Town Hall—Post 8 American Legion—Pierre 
Aug 20-24—SDDVA Benefits School—Ramkota—Pierre 
Aug 24-30—American Legion National Convention—Minneapolis, MN 
Sept 14—VABHHCS VSO Congressional Forum—VFW Post 1273—Rapid City—10:00 am (MT) 
Oct 10—SD Veterans Commission Meeting—Soldiers and Sailors Building—Pierre—8:00 am (CT) 
Nov 16—VABHHCS VSO Congressional Forum—Domiciliary Auditorium—Hot Springs —10:00 am (MT) 
 
 
 
 

Audry Ricketts, Public Information Officer 

South Dakota Department of the Military http://military.sd.gov 

South Dakota Department of Veterans Affairs http://vetaffairs.sd.gov 

Soldiers and Sailors Building  -  425 E Capitol Avenue 

Pierre, SD 57501 

Phone: 605-773-8242  

E-mail address: audry.ricketts@state.sd.us 
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